
 

 

wrought with constant 
changes and attempts to un-
dermine our efforts that will 
be explained further in the 
Progress and Goals Section 
of the News Letter.  Addition-
ally, we did not want to create 
a newsletter citing these go-
ings-on, only for it to be irrele-
vant by the time it was re-
ceived by you. 

(Continued on page 5) 

I’m proud to finally roll out 
our first regular newsletter.  
Together we have accom-
plished a lot over the past 
year, and it has been won-
derful to see the growing 
support in the community for 
Friends of Paradise Lake.  
Admittedly, our efforts have 
been fully focused on over-
coming the challenges re-
lated to fixing our lake - this 
remains our top priority into 
2010 as well, and we have 
included several short arti-
cles in this newsletter to 
bring you up to speed on key 
actions and progress in this 
area.   
 
At the same time, there are 
other great things made pos-
sible by you - our member-
ship, that really merit talking 
about.  With your help we 

held several community 
events including our pig roast, 
chicken fry and ice fishing 
tournament.  We look forward 
to similar events in the com-
ing year. We also plan to 
erect a sign near the Gill Rd 
and Paradise Trail intersec-
tion welcoming visitors to 
Paradise Lake.  This sign will 
have space to advertise spe-
cial events, along with space 
for plaques identifying spon-
soring businesses.   
 
This is also an opportune time 
to apologize to our member-
ship for our delay in initiating 
these regular newsletters.  As 
many of you are aware, many 
of the activities we have been 
immersed in through this past 
year (petition circulation, SAD 
status, and the most recent 
LIB pursuit) have been 

….the kind you cook up 

and the kind you look up. 

 

The FoPL received several 

phone calls from individuals 

while putting together this 

newsletter. Most, if not all, of 

these people were initially 

supportive of forming a Lake 

Improvement Board (LIB), 

wanted the weed problem 

fixed and were more than 

willing to fund treating the 

lake.  However, after reading 

the recent PLA news letter, 

people began to have doubts 

about an LIB because they 

believed that the LIB mem-

bership would go out and 

appoint themselves large sala-

ries and nobody but them-

selves could disband the LIB.  

Jennifer Jones (our Consult-

ant), who has held a seat on 

(Continued on page 4) 
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There Are Two Types of Data... 
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Friends of 
Paradise lake 

 

DON’T MISS— 

 

FoPL Fotos and 

 

MORE! 
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“Chef John” —

Cookin’ Up  

Somethin’ Good! 

FoPL Chicken Fry 

On July 18, 

2009, Friends 

of Paradise 

Lake held our 

first annual 

Chicken Fry 

at Paradise 

Lake Marina. 

Despite the 

cold, windy 

weather we 

served over 

200 dinners and had a great time 

in the process.  Although the 

wind made it difficult to keep the 

temperature up on the fry kettle, 

John Beeson managed to do a 

great job manning the fry kettle. 

We held a 50/50 raffle that was 

won by Sue Moster who donated 

her winnings back to the FoPL.    

 

A beautiful, rustic, cedar, hand 

made picnic table, donated by 

Dale Berry, was put up for a 

silent auction and the highest 

bidder was Bruce Dragoo.  

Dale also loaned FoPL 6 pic-

nic tables to use for the day.  

We would like to thank all 

who came out in such terrible 

weather to support our efforts. 

We would like to also thank 

the many volunteers who 

helped us make this event a 

stunning success. We are 

planning to have a repeat 

performance in July of this 

year with the date to be an-

nounced at a later time. 

F R I E N D S  O F  P A R A D I S E  L A K E  

FRIENDS OF PARADISE LAKE MISSION STATEMENT 

 

“It is the goal of the Friends of Paradise Lake to identify foreign invasive species, both plant and animal which impact 

our lake ecosystem in a negative manner and to put in place a systematic plan of action to control such species to the point 

where it no longer threatens the environmental quality nor interferes with the recreational enjoyment of the lake and its 

watershed. 

 

In accordance with the above, it is the intent of this organization to formulate a course of action to strive to reduce the cur-

rent acreage of Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM) by 90% within a five year period and to put into place positive control 

measures consistent with protecting our lake ecosystem including native plants and fishery.” 

President: 

Vice President: 

Secretary: 

Treasurer: 

Directors: 

FoPL OFFICERS 

AND DIRECTORS 

Rick Schweller 

Rosemary Consani 

Mark Marino 

Rosemary Consani 

Jim Kilpatrick 

Justin Dragoo 

Dick Dragoo 

Dick Moster 

Ed Boyer 

John Beeson 

 
2010 Meetings and Activities 

Boat Raffle 

Chicken Fry 

Bass Tournament  

Pig Roast 

Ice Fishing Tournament 

End of Season Ice Fishing Tournament 

Drawing will be: September 6, 2010 

July: Date TBA 

August: Date TBA 

August: Date TBA 

January: Date TBA 

March: Date TBA 

I think of the garden after the rain; 
And hope to my heart comes singing, 
At morn the cherry-blooms will be white, 
And the Easter bells be ringing!  ~Edna Dean Proctor 

 



Christmas Baskets 
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During this past Christmas season, 

Friends of Paradise Lake volunteers 

delivered food baskets to five families in 

Carp Lake Township.  Unfortunately, our 

economy combined with the usual sea-

sonal employment made this a more diffi-

cult time for some folks.  Recipients were 

extremely happy to receive these baskets 

and this made for a rewarding experience 

for our volunteer deliverers as well.  We 

would be remiss if we did not thank all 

the very generous people who not only 

donated an incredible amount of canned 

and boxed goods but an enormous amount 

of cash as well.  The cash donations were 

used to buy the perishables for our recipi-

ents. 

 

We would like to thank John Beeson and 

the Paradise Lake Marina for allowing the 

Marina to once again be used as the col-

lection place for all the canned and boxed 

good.  John started the Christmas Basket 

project 13 years ago, and we felt that this 

very worthwhile project needed to be contin-

ued.  We would also like to thank Janet Gar-

ber for baking homemade cinnamon rolls for 

our volunteers after we were finished with 

the deliveries - they were wonderful.  Again, 

we would like to thank all the volunteers that 

made this a very heartwarming and success-

ful adventure. 

 

To share with you the dedication of some of 

our volunteers we will share the trials and 

tribulations of one volunteer on the day of the 

deliveries.  It seems that she got her car stuck 

trying to go down a very steep, ice & snow 

covered driveway on her way to the Marina.  

She could not get her car out and got a ride to 

the Marina from someone else, arriving 

somewhat late. 

 

 

 

After we were finished with the deliver-

ies we were all going to help get her car 

out.  Unfortunately, she couldn't re-

member exactly where she had gotten 

stuck.  When we finally found the place 

where the car was supposed to be, low 

& behold it was not there.  It seems that 

her wonderful husband had found it, 

got it out and drove it to the Marina for 

her.  Gracefully, she took a lot of good 

natured teasing about this. 

 

To spare this very wonderful person 

any embarrassment, we will not divulge 

her name.  However, you know who 

you are, and we just want to say that 

"WE ALL LOVE YOU"! 

Juston (owners of Clyde's) for 

not only providing the location 

but for furnishing the pig.  We 

need to thank Debbie Kullik 

for baking and donating all the 

rolls and for making cinnamon 

rolls for all the help.  

 

All of our volunteers did a great 

job not only working but donat-

ing side dishes for the day.  We 

will be holding another Pig 

Roast this summer with the date 

to be announced at a later time. 

On Saturday, September 5, 2009 

(Labor Day Weekend), Friends 

of Paradise Lake held a Pig 

Roast on the grounds of Clyde's 

Bar & Grill.  The weather was 

much better than for the 

Chicken Fry; it was sunny, 

warm, and beautiful, and we 

again had a fantastic turnout.  

We would like to give a special 

thanks to Jim Berry for donating 

his equipment and his time for 

cooking the pig.  We would also 

like to thank James & Sherry 

FoPL Pig Roast 

Men who for truth and honor's sake  

Stand fast and suffer long. 

Brave men who work while others sleep, 

Who dare while others fly... 

They build a nation's pillars deep 

And lift them to the sky.  

 

~ Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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FoPL Ice Fishing Tournament 
On January 16, 2010, Friends of 

Paradise Lake 

held its first an-

nual Ice Fishing 

Tournament in 

conjunction with 

the Mackinaw 

City Winter Fest.  

The tournament 

was hosted at 

Paradise Lake 

Marina.  This 

was the tenth 

year that the Marina has hosted 

an Ice Tournament.  The weather 

conditions on the morning of the 

tournament were sunny and cold 

with 18 - 24 inches of ice on the 

lake.  Contestants were allowed 

to enter the ice after picking up 

their flags from the Marina in the 

morning but were not allowed to 

drop a line until the horn blew at 

8:00 A.M.  Tom Altman & Jim 

Kilpatrick jointly blew the horn 

to signify "let the fishing begin.”  

Contestants had to leave the ice 

by 2:00 P.M. 

We gave cash prizes for the larg-

est Pike, largest Walleye and larg-

est Pan fish.  These prizes were 

won as follows:  Largest Pike - 

Chris Sysco, $300.00; Largest 

Walleye - Russ O'Neil, $300.00; 

Largest Pan Fish - Casey Eberly, 

$300.00.  We had a side pot, and 

the winners of that were Russ 

O'Neil (first Walleye), Wesley 

Hingston (first legal pan fish) and 

Mike Budzick (luck of the draw).  

Each of these three won 20% of 

the amount in the pot. 

 

We would like to give a special 

thanks our volunteers, Otto & 

Sylvia Kableman, Gerald & Janet 

Garber, Ann Klebba, Angie 

Berry, Jim Kilpatrick, Tom 

Altman, John Beeson & Rose-

mary Consani.  With the help and 

suggestions from these people our 

tournament went off without a 

hitch. 

 

We would also like to thank our 

sponsors who donated prizes for 

the fishermen.  Sponsors 

were:  Michigan Bait, 

Mackinaw City Outfitters, 

Clyde's Bar & Grill, Carp 

Lake General Store, Century 

Link and Ed Boyer. 

 

We will be sponsoring an 

Ice Tournament in January 

again next year.  We are also 

considering having an end of 

season Ice Tournament.  We 

would like to have your in-

put on this extra tournament. 

F R I E N D S  O F  P A R A D I S E  L A K E  

Winners, from left 

to right— 

 Russ O’Neil 

 Chris Sysco 

 Casey Eberly 

 

over forty LIBs, could only recall one 

instance where an LIB member was 

awarded a salary, and that was for a 

very small stipend intended  to cover 

out-of-pocket travel expenses for one 

board member. That is the intent and 

why that provision exists in the Michi-

gan statute.  

 

To address this misinformation pub-

lished in the PLA newsletter, we are 

planning to have several individuals 

who have sat on other LIBs, in addition 

to Jennifer Jones, attend the Carp Lake 

Township meeting on March 30 to ad-

dress any concerns you may have in a 

straight and up-front manner—with 

facts. 

 

(DATA, Continued from page 1) 
 

Moreover, the PLA has used similar 

tactics over the past year to scare peo-

ple and turn them against considering 

the use of aquatic herbicides as a vi-

able option to control Eurasian Water 

Milfoil in our lake.   We have had to 

repeatedly bring to the forefront the 

facts, based on science, from credible 

sources that are subject-matter experts 

in their field.  Unfortunately, many 

people easily grasp scare tactics or 

isolated statements such as “LIBs set 

their own Salaries,” but will not often 

do the homework to study the more 

complicated facts when they are pre-

sented. This is certainly the strategy of 

the PLA, who believe at this point that 

they can only win through misleading 

and frightening the public. 

 

 

The next time you pick up a PLA news 

letter to read and are concerned with 

something being said, I encourage you 

to stop right there, take a step back and 

ask yourself the question:  

 

“Does this look like the kind of data 

that was made up, or does it look like 

the kind of data that you look up.” 

 

In this recent incident, there was no 

mention whatsoever of one, single LIB 

who had appointed themselves a large 

salary and no information provided 

through the Freedom-of-Information 

Act from any governing municipality 

that would support such a claim,—only 

insinuations which are deliberately in-

tended to instill fear and manipulate 

public opinion. 



 
Our latest initiative, which is detailed 
on page 6, is our promotion of a Lake 
Improvement Board (LIB) by both 
Hebron and Carp Lake Townships.  
Falling short of the required signa-
tures to pass our SAD, formation of 
an LIB is the last good option we see 
to get our EWM problem into the 
hands of a governing body and break 
the deadlock created by the PLA’s 
steadfast refusal to recognize their 
inability to manage this resource.   
 
As has been our goal from the start,  
an LIB would place control of our lake 
into the hands of a governing body 
that would have the authority to as-
sess all available treatment methods 
and create a management plan to 
deal with the explosive growth of 
Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM) effec-
tively and holistically.  An LIB requires 
approval and participation of both 
Township boards along with Drain 
Commissioners from each county.  
Drain Commissioner Dennis Lennox, 

(From the Desk of the President— 
Continued from page 1) 

in a letter to the Carp Lake Board of 
Trustees wrote: 
 
 

We all recognize this type of change is 
never easy - but the penalty for not do-
ing anything, not making waves and  
watching our wonderful, beautiful lake 
continue to decline is far worse.  
 
Both Carp Lake and Hebron Townships 
expect to make decisions no later than 
mid-April.  Friends of Paradise Lake 
will be holding an informational presen-
tation to the Carp Lake Township Board 

on Tuesday, March 30 at 6:30 pm.  
We would welcome your support 
and/or questions at that meeting.  
 
Please contact anyone on our Board 
of Directors for more information.   
 
I know I can speak for all the Direc-
tors of the Friends of Paradise 
Lake in saying that we ALL look for-
ward to getting to the point where we 
can sleep comfortably knowing that 
our lake is again headed toward a 
more usable, sustainable state.  
There has been an incredible 
amount of hard work by our Board of 
Directors over the past year, and 
they have all risen to this challenge.  
I want to thank them and their fami-
lies for their perseverance, patience 
and sacrifices over the past year. 
 
The next time you meet one of these 
truly wonderful and giving people, 
please reach out and thank them for 
all of their hard work to improve 
Paradise Lake and its community.   
 
ð Rick 
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ñQuite simply, every dollar that 
is spent by someone enjoying 
Paradise Lake trickles through-
out the community.  I believe 
the economic and environ-
mental consequences that re-
sult from inaction are too grave 
to riskéWhile there is plenty of 
political rhetoric on all sides of 
this issue, I believe the estab-
lishment of a Lake Improvement 
Board is the proper statutory 
mechanism to address these 
challenges.ñ 
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Progress On FoPL Goals 
SAD (Special Assessment District) 

 

As our membership is well aware, throughout 2009 the Friends of Paradise Lake was fully focused on promoting a resolution to our 

Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM) problem.  The most significant initiative was our petition to form an SAD for Paradise Lake.  This 

would have provided both a means to fund any type of large scale treatment, and install a governing board to manage the improve-

ment effort and taking both the FoPL and PLA out of the mix. 

 

Although we had great support from many of our members and other lakefront property owners, we unfortunately fell short of the 

fifty-one percent required to pass the SAD.  Although disappointing, this did not come as a total surprise.  During our SAD campaign 

we learned from other townships and lake associations that it is nearly impossible to obtain the necessary signatures for any type of a 

petition when it spans two Townships and given the explosive nature of this topic within the community.  Confirming this, we spoke 

with many riparians who support our goals but did not want to openly endorse it. 

 

During initial stages of circulating the petition, we offered 3 times to join forces with the Paradise Lake Association (PLA) to circu-

late a common petition (one that did not stipulate any specific type of treatment), but they declined.  Paul Teike (Carp Lake Town-

ship Supervisor) even tried bringing both groups together to work on a common petition but was unsuccessful as well.  What we 

found most alarming was the extreme measures Marilyn Smith and the PLA Trustees went to in order to ensure that our SAD failed. 

 

At the November Carp Lake Township Board meeting, the FoPL formally requested that the Township sign our petition to include 

their 2 parcels (48 acres in total).  This was significant given the SAD must have 51% total acreage in order to pass and without these 

two parcels we would not have a chance of making the 51%.  Marilyn Smith and other PLA Trustees argued for 30 minutes to ex-

clude these parcels and tried desperately to keep the Township from voting on this matter.  The motion was eventually put to a vote 

and passed by a 3 - 2 vote.  The only two Trustees that voted NO were Bob Roll and Cathy Freebairn (who is also a PLA Trustee)  .  

At this time, the FoPL turned in all of our signed petitions (107 in all).  Marilyn Smith returned to the December Township meeting 

and formally requested the Township retract their vote of support.  The Township said that it was a moot point and did not retract 

their support. 

 

Knowing what we know now, a Lake Improvement Board (LIB) would have been what we would have pursued instead of the SAD, 

which brings us to our next topic… 

 

LIB (Lake Improvement Board) 

 

We have now fully refocused our efforts to promoting the formation of a Lake Improvement Board (LIB) that would ultimately be 

responsible for managing our EWM problem.  Many other lakes are successfully managed through an LIB with over 100 in existence 

in Michigan alone.  Although more complex to set up and operate, an LIB will accomplish the same objective as an SAD. 

 

Since learning that we did not obtain the necessary acreage to pass the SAD, and in light of these most recent PLA tactics (described 

in the SAD article within this edition), we have intentionally kept silent while thoroughly examining this option.  Moreover, setting 

up and operating an LIB is more complex than an SAD, and as a result, needed to seek legal and expert help to gain a solid working 

understanding of this tool.  Underlining the importance of this, the PLA provided a selective list of „facts‟ regarding LIB operations 

that are seemingly cause for concern on the surface, but are soundly kept in balance through other regulations governing an LIB. We, 

the FoPL Board of Directors, recognize that many of you have been wondering about status and next steps, but after events surround-

ing our SAD campaign we truly wanted to be well prepared and sure of our path before publically communicating this option. 

 

An LIB requires support from both Hebron and Carp Lake Township Boards, along with both Emmet and Cheboygan County Drain 

Commissioners.  Once formed, these entities are represented on the LIB Board going forward as well.  By following this approach, 

each Township Board represents their constituency; voting by the Board alleviates some problems we experienced while trying to 

pass our SAD petition. 

 

In summary, we have laid out the next steps which we are now pursuing: 

 

 

(Continued on page 7) 



2-4-D Treatment Demonstration at the Marina 

 

On September 21, the Friends of Paradise Lake sponsored the treatment of ~ 5 acres of 

lake bottom in front of the Marina and Hallmere Cottages for EWM, using 2-4-D.  The 

purpose of this treatment was twofold: first, to allow us to personally assess the results 

and possible side effects in our lake prior to any potential larger scale usage, and second, 

to enable boats to reach the marina for gas or other supplies.  The density of EWM in front 

of the marina had reached a level where many boaters were complaining or unable to pass 

through it.  Securing appropriate DNR and DEQ approvals, we employed a licensed appli-

cator under the guidance of Lakeshore Environmental to treat the area.  Weather condi-

tions were very good- only a slight breeze and low wave action, with no problems exhib-

ited. 

 

A short follow-up survey on October 31 (six weeks after treatment) showed that the EWM 

had dropped significantly, and rake collection showed the stocks curling, turning white and dying.   Reports from ice fishermen are 

also encouraging. They report that the EWM is gone and see clear water and open bottom while still seeing native weeds in the 

treated area. 

 

The Paradise Lake Association monitored our treatment closely, taking sediment samples in and around the treatment area before the 

application and 10 days after; commissioning professional lab analysis of these samples.  Results showed no measurable change in 2-

4-D concentration following treatment.  We would like to extend our appreciation to the PLA for financing this exercise and validat-

ing what published science has already told us;  i.e. that 2-4-D biodegrades into natural components of carbon, water, and chlorine in 

a very short period.    A scanned copy of this report can be accessed on our website. 
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STEP 1: requires each Township to pass a resolution approving the formation of a LIB.   

 

 On February 4, the Friends of Paradise Lake made a presentation to the Hebron Township Board, proposing they support the 

formation of an LIB.   The presentation was well received and the Board committed to a response within 60 days.  Moreover, 

Dennis Lennox (Cheboygan Co. Drain Commissioner) attended this meeting and pledged his support to form an LIB. 

 We have been granted a special meeting with the Carp Lake Township Board on March 30  to make a similar presentation.  This 

March 30 meeting is critical to arriving at an effective, holistic management plan for our lake.  We welcome your sup-

port at this pivotal meeting if you are able to be there. 
 

 

STEP 2:  Public Hearings 

 

Once the resolution is passed, two public hearing are required by Michigan statute before an LIB can be formed.  The first hearing is 

intended to gauge public opinion regarding practicality of the project, and the second hearing is to set the assessment roll for the 

SAD; thereby accomplishing the same objective as an SAD petition. 

 

Misconceptions regarding an LIB  

 

 The recent PLA newsletter (March 2010) listed some selective facts surrounding an LIB that taken individually, are unfortu-

nately causing fear and concern in the community.  Most notable points include the LIB board being allowed to set their own 

salaries, and that the board can only be dissolved if the LIB votes itself out of existence- implying this board would grant them-

selves a large salary and then collect this salary forever.  However, the state-required composition of an LIB Board helps explain 

how this is kept in check; 

 

The Carp Lake Township Supervisor, Hebron Township Supervisor, along with Cheboygan and Emmet Counties Drain Com-

missioners comprise the majority of the LIB board.  Each individual primarily holds this elected office and would be promptly 

voted out if attempting any type of heinous behavior.  In actuality, LIB Boards are allowed to set salaries because most LIB 

board duties result in little or no pay in addition to that of their primary elected position- it is merely an added responsibility. 

 

 We understand that this recent PLA newsletter may be causing serious questions and misconceptions surrounding the authority, 

composition, operating rules and how the LIB is dissolved.  Therefore,  we plan to have persons present at the March 30 meeting 

who sit on other LIBs and who can answer questions and alleviate any fears.  Our limnologist (weed expert), who has served on 

several LIBs, will be in attendance as well. 

(Continued from page 6) 



 

Psssst….Your 

2010 Membership Renewal Form 

Is Enclosed—Please Renew Now! 

We’re on the Web! 
http://www.friendsofparadiselake.com 

FRIENDS OF PARADISE LAKE 

PO BOX 27 

CARP LAKE, MI 49718 

 



 

 

FRIENDS OF PARADISE LAKE 

2010 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

APPLICATION 

 

Membership Update 
 

We have lowered our 2010 membership dues from the $100 we asked in 2009 in order to jump-start our efforts to: 

 

 

 
$25.00 

 

$50.00 

Family Membership: 

 

Business Membership: 

 

Just A Reminderñ 
Business members will have their business listed on our web site and on the new village 

“Welcome” sign!  

 

 

Type of Membership (select one): 

Business Membership  

 

Family Membership 

NAME: 

 

PHYSICAL ADDRESS: 

 

 

 

 

MAILING ADDRESS (if different from physical address): 

 

 

 

PHONE: 

Please mail membership application and annual dues to: 

 

Friends of Paradise Lake 

PO Box 27 

Carp Lake, MI 49718 

 

Please make checks  
payable to: 

Friends of Paradise Lake 

 

FoPL Membership Year Runs From April 1 to March 31 

 Please renew your membership by  

April 1 so we can continue our efforts  

uninterrupted ahead of this yearõs fund 

raisers.   

Thank You For Your  

Continued Support! 


