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From the Desk of the President 

 

On June 16, 2010 the Carp Lake Township 

Board passed a resolution to form the Paradise 

Lake Lake Improvement Board (PLLIB) to 

address and solve the Eurasian Watermilfoil 

(EWM) that has plagued our lake for several 

years.  The board is made up of Jim Tamlyn 

(Emmet Co. Commissioner), Arden Bawkey 

(Emmet Co. Drain Commissioner), Paul Teike 

(Carp Lake Township Supervisor), Cathy 

Freebairn (Carp Lake Township Treasurer) 

and Elaine Bostwick (riparian). 

 

The PLLIB has hired Savin Lake Services to 

conduct a weed study in early September with 

the full report available by November 1.  On 

their first day out, Savin covered 225 acres 

with over 200 acres of that identified as hav-

ing EWM.  Savin’s first day on the lake iden-

tified 20 more acres than the Tip of the Mitt’s 

2009 ENTIRE lake study.  The Carp Lake 

Township Board approved funding this weed 

study since the PLLIB has no monies until the 

Special Assessment District (SAD) is estab-

lished and funds are made available through 

this process.  Please pass on your apprecia-

tion to the Carp Lake Township Trustees for 

being proactive in helping the PLLIB fund 

the initial work needed to complete this 

study. 

 

Once the weed study is complete, bids will be 

solicited to select a consultant who will assess 

the problem and come back with a recommen-

dation for a treatment plan and associated 

costs.  Once a plan is approved by the board, 

(Continued on page 6) 

Paradise Lake Lake Improvement Board Update 

Friends of Paradise Lake 

Together we accomplished a lot over the past 

year!  It’s been encouraging to see our support 

continue to grow and an increasing number of 

you are actively involved in township meetings, 

LIB meetings and sponsored events.  I cannot 

thank you enough for your active support this 

past year – it has made a difference! 

 

Last year, when we were forming Friends of 

Paradise Lake, a lot of attention was focused on 

our by-laws.  We wanted to make sure that our 

organization would not become stagnant or that 

our Directors and Officers were in office so long 

that they would lose objectivity.  Therefore, our 

by-laws were set-up to ensure a healthy, regimented turnover in Directorship, and I am proud 

to announce that four new Directors were elected in August.  I’d also like to take this opportu-

nity to thank our all of our Directors, past and current, who have given selflessly so much dur-

ing our first year as an organization.  We have a piece introducing our new Directors later in 

this newsletter – please check it out. 

 

Our top priority remains ensuring that a systemic plan is put into place to address our EWM 

problem.  We have a piece (see below) with an overview of progress to date as well as the 

(Continued on page 7) 

Y O U ’ R E  I N V I T E D !  
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F O R  M O R E  I N F O !  

AFTER 

HOURS! 

 



 

Needy Basket Deadline 

Ice Fishing Tournament……………..  

End of Season Ice Fishing 

Tournament………………………….  

December 20, 2010 

January 15, 2011 

 

March: Date TBA  
President: 

Vice President 

Secretary: 

Treasurer: 

 

Directors: 

Rick Schweller 

Rosemary Consani 

Dick Dragoo 

Rosemary Consani 

 

Sean Banks 

John Beeson  

Justin Dragoo 

Paul Erikson 

Dick Moster 

Robin Westfall 

 

After Hours! 
For a chance to catch up with the  

Friends of Paradise Lake, 

come join us in a casual, relaxed 

atmosphere! 

WHEN: 2ND FRIDAY OF EVERY MONTH ! 

TIME: 6 PM 

WHERE: CLYDE’S PLACE, CARP LAKE 

FoPL News 

 

FRIENDS OF PARADISE LAKE MISSION STATEMENT  

“It is the goal of the Friends of Paradise Lake to identify foreign invasive species, both plant and animal which impact our 

lake ecosystem in a negative manner and to put in place a systematic plan of action to control such species to the point where it 

no longer threatens the environmental quality nor interferes with the recreational enjoyment of the lake and its  

watershed.  

In accordance with the above, it is the intent of this organization to formulate a course of action to strive to reduce the current 

acreage of Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM) by 90% within a five year period and to put into place positive control  

measures consistent with protecting our lake ecosystem including native plants and fishery.”  
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Upcoming Meetings and Activities  

 

 

WEBSITE NEWS 
Please visit our website to view the latest recorded minutes 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ŀƪŜ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ  Want to have the 
[ŀƪŜ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƴƻǘŜǎ ŜƳŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΚ  Sim-
ply go to friendsofparadiselake@charter.net ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŀŘŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 
the list! Please visit www.friendsofparadiselake.com  to view the 
latest updates. 

 

Please be on the lookout for updates to anyone that re-
fers someone to join the Friends of Paradise Lake!  Our 
membership continues to grow, and we want to show 
our appreciation to those referring great people to the 
FoPL. You will be able to find our referral application on 
our web site soon: 

http://www.friendsofparadiselake.com 

 

Ice Fishing Tournament 

We will once again be hosting an Ice Fishing Tournament on January 15, 2011 in conjunction with the Mackinaw City Winter Fest.  

We had such a good turnout and such a great time with the tournament last winter that we are looking forward to hosting it again.  

You will be able to pick up entry forms from the Paradise Lake Marina starting the end of December.  We look forward to seeing 

you there! 

FoPL REFERRALS 

mailto:friendsofparadiselake@charter.net
http://www.friendsofparadiselake.com/
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ELECTION RESULTS! 

Paul Erikson  

Sean Banks  

Robin Westfall  

Dave Dragoo 

President: Rick Schweller  

Vice President: Rosemary Consani  

Secretary: Dick Dragoo  

Treasurer: Rosemary Consani  

 

John Beeson 

Dick Moster  

FoPL Hot Dog Roast 
On Saturday, July 3, 2010, FoPL held a hot dog roast at the old station. Wanetah Teike was kind enough to let us use the overhang of 

the old station for this event.  It was a great location, and we had front row seats for the street parade.  For a first try we had a great 

turn out and had a lot of fun in the process.  We served hot dogs, brats, chili, and chips.  We want to thank all who came to eat with 

us and share a few hours of fun.  We also want to thank the many volunteers who came to help out.  We truly appreciate your help.  

Events like this, the Chicken Fry, and the Pig Roast allow us to visit with neighbors we have not seen for a while and get to know 

neighbors that we had not yet met. 

We want to welcome the new Directors for 2010-2011: 

Returning Directors: 

2010-2011 Officers: 

 

Pig Roast 

Clyde’s Bar was the location for our 2nd annual Pig Roast held on Saturday, August 7.  Clyde’s not 

only donated their property but also donated the pig again.  We cannot thank you enough for generos-

ity. 

 

Debbie Kullik made the rolls and the 

cinnamon rolls for the event again 

this year.  They were wonderful – 

thanks Debbie.  We have all decided 

that you can bake for us any time! 

 

Jim Berry cooked the pig and, as 

usual, did an outstanding job.  The 

pig was wonderful with very little 

left over. Rob Johnson provided live 

music.  Thanks, Rob, for sharing 

your talent for the afternoon. 

 

~In the confrontation between the stream and the rock, the stream always wins - not through strength but by perseverance.~  



V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  3  P A G E  4  

FoPL Chicken Fry 

Needy Baskets Vandalism! 
 

FoPL will once again help those in 

need in the community by distribut-

ing Christmas Baskets to those down 

on their luck.  Although the economy 

seems to be starting to turn around in 

parts of the country, it does not ap-

pear to have reached northern Michi-

gan yet.  We are already collecting 

cash and non perishable canned/

boxed goods.  Your donations can be 

left at the Paradise Lake Marina.  This will be the second year 

for FoPL giving of needy baskets and the 14th year for the Ma-

rina to be the collection place for the baskets.  If you know of 

someone that could use the help please call the Marina at (231) 

537-4714, and give us the name and address. 

A car and boat trailer (parked on the property of our president) 

were vandalized over the Labor Day weekend.  The rear win-

dow of the vehicle was broken out, and the trailer tire valve 

stems were cut precisely so that they would fail once on the 

road with a full load.  There is a $500 reward for any informa-

tion that leads to an arrest and conviction for this crime.  Per-

sons with any information on this incident are encouraged to 

contact the Emmet County Sheriff’s Office. 

 

We are also asking for all of Carp Lake Township’s help.  We 

ask that everyone keep an eye on not only your property but on 

your neighbor’s property as well. If you suspect a problem and 

cannot reach the owner, PLEASE call the Sheriff’s office.  If 

we all start looking out for each other, maybe we can prevent 

something like this from happening to someone else.   

Saturday, July 17, was the date for the 2nd annual Friends of Paradise Lake chicken fry held on the grounds of the Paradise Lake Ma-

rina.  We had a beautiful, sunny day with temperatures in the upper 70s to low 80s (much different than last year when we were all in 

coats). We had live music played by Rob Johnson and Mark Marino.  Mark even played and sang a song that he wrote about Carp 

Lake!  Thanks, guys, for donating not only your time but your talent as well. 

 

The young artist, Frank Casella, who drew the FoPL logo (on the upper left side of our welcome sign and on our t-shirts) was pre-

sented with a t-shirt, a FoPL hat, and a chicken dinner. 

 

Picnic tables and the tent were on loan for the day from Dale and Angie 

Berry (BPS Services).  We had a tremendous turnout and everyone had a 

great time. 

 

We held a silent auction for a Hobie Cat sail boat donated by Charles 

Craig, a NASCAR collector’s telephone and a signature football. 

 

We would like to thank the many volunteers without whom things would 

not have gone as smooth as they did. 



Fall ï The Third Season  
David Klebba 
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The fall season has always been my favorite season in northern Michigan.  The days grow shorter, and the 

crisp air is so refreshing.  Flannel shirts and long pants are the norm, and shorts and t-shirts are in the back of 

the closet.  Around our lake much is changing.  As we look down the shoreline, docks and boats are being put 

away for their winter’s rest.  Paradise Lake is getting quiet.  Many summer bonfires invited neighbors to visit 

and catch up; now the fall moon with late September clouds shadow the cottages of our neighbors.  Our 

neighbors have gone to their winter homes. 

 

The fall has always had many emotions for me, and I would like to share them with you.  As I walk to the end 

of our dock for the last time prior to taking it out, I must reflect on this past season.  I look to my neighbor’s 

cottage and remember seeing their two sons swimming, fishing and enjoying Paradise Lake.  I think back to 

the bluegill after bluegill they caught from the end of their dock.  This reminds me of my youth on Paradise 

Lake. 

  

In late fall our dock is now out of the water, and the only boat still in our cove is my 1974 MirroCraft with a 

1957 Johnson outboard.  My last boat ride around the lake is full of bountiful colors reflecting off the surface 

of the water.  I pass by resorts my wife and I stayed at and remember the ―renter’s dream‖ we shared prior to 

purchasing our cottage.  I travel past the Paradise Lake Marina and see a shadow that reminds me of Smokey 

(the previous marina owner of my youth).  I continue on to the old Pleasant View Cottages, where my wife and 

I stayed many years and became family.  I see another shadow and remember Milt, a man that touched my life 

deeply.  But it is just a shadow now.  As I turn my boat towards home, I am faced with the colorful canvas that 

God has painted. 

 

We all have many memories of summers on Paradise Lake; I ask you to take a few minutes this fall and 

―remember when.‖  Think not only about this closing season but about past years that made us what this small 

town is all about.  Go outside, enjoy the crisp air, crunch the leaves under your feet, create fall memories.  

These memories will make the 4th season – winter, go much faster.   

NO MORE TEARS ONION DICING  
Rosemary Consani 

 

 

Most of us have experienced the unpleasant side effect of pealing, slicing, or dicing 

of onions ð watery and teary eyes.  Have you ever wondered if there was a way to do 

this task without this unpleasant side effect?  Recently I went to a Pampered Chef 

party and one of the hints that was shared addressed this problem.  The hint was to 

light a candle prior to starting to peal the onion and place it next to your cutting 

board.  Me, being the doubting Thomas that I am, my thought was ð Right, like thatõs 

going to work.  Well, a few days later I was getting ready to dice some onions and 

remembered the hint and thought I would give it a try.  I lit the candle and placed it by my cutting 

board and lo and behold ð NO MORE TEARS! 
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an SAD will be established to fund treatment of our lake.  It is 

still unclear how the SAD will be set up, meaning, it is still unde-

cided who the PLLIB will tax to fund fixing the lake. 

 

Options include: 

 

1.  Riparians only 

2.  Riparians and back lot owners  

3.  All residents in Carp Lake Township 

 

The farther the tax base extends beyond lake front property own-

ers, the smaller the amount of taxes will be assessed on each tax-

able parcel.  The PLLIB will make this determination once the 

total cost to fix the lake is known. It will be interesting to see 

how they choose to set the tax base for the SAD.  A public hear-

ing will be held when the PLLIB makes this decision, and the 

public will be able to provide feedback to the PLLIB at that hear-

ing.  Moreover, the PLLIB is working as diligently as they can, 

with financial assistance from the Carp Lake Township Board, so 

treatment may begin as early as spring/early summer 2011. 

 

However, on the executional side, the PLLIB got off to a shaky 

start.  Before the PLLIB was even formed, Jim Tamlyn stated, 

publically, in three separate Carp Lake Township meetings that 

he will not support the use of herbicides as long as he sits on this 

board.  Many of us in the community were looking to this newly 

formed PLLIB to be objective. We had the expectation that they 

would make the best decision for the community without further 

involvement from either the FoPL or PLA, thereby setting the 

framework for the community to come back together as they 

were before this weed inflicted itself upon our lake.  Instead, Mr. 

Tamlyn’s outbursts had the opposite affect resulting in many 

groups, including the FoPL, asking Mr. Tamlyn to step down due 

to being prejudiced and therefore, unable to remain objective to 

assess all the data to make the right decision for the lake and the 

community. 

 

The issue was further elevated at the August 25 meeting, when 

Mr. Tamlyn stated he was not going to step down and that he had 

contacted the Sheriff’s office and anyone who did not do exactly 

what he instructed at the meeting would promptly be escorted 

from the meeting by sheriff’s deputies.  It’s sad to see a public 

official use fear and intimidation tactics to further his own per-

sonal beliefs and inflict those beliefs on the entire community and 

whose behavior continues to create havoc and furthers the divi-

sion in our community.  A short time later, we received a copy of 

an anonymous letter that apparently was sent to the PLLIB stat-

ing their utter distaste for Mr. Tamlyn’s unprofessional and 

threatening outburst. The author of the letter went on to state that 

although they normally vote the party line and had supported Mr. 

Tamlyn for many years, they will not vote for Mr. Tamlyn in the 

November election.  They further went on to say that, out of fear 

for personal repercussion by Mr. Tamlyn, they were afraid to sign 

the letter. Moreover, in the July PLLIB meeting, the PLA ten-

dered an offer to provide administrative support services and 

would, in essence, perform many of the duties and functions that 

are done by the PLLIB.  Given the opinion that the majority of 

the PLLIB board is very pro-PLA, we believe that the Lake 

Board would become nothing more than a simple rubber-stamp 

extension of the PLA and will continue to drive their biological 

agenda. 

 

We know many of you had hoped that the creation of the statu-

tory LIB (which was initiated and would not be in existence to-

day without the FoPL) would help break the stranglehold of the 

pro-weevil proponents (which we believe is a small fraction of 

the population in Carp Lake but are in highly visible positions) 

and would constitute a fresh, objective undertaking to resolve the 

EWM problem.  We see this recent visible display of outrage by 

the community as confirmation that they too are seeing for them-

selves (first hand) that this new LIB is dominated by members 

who are adamantly opposed to any herbicide weed treatments, 

but their tax dollars (pursuant to forming a SAD) could actually 

be used to fund that minority agenda when we have proven re-

peatedly that the Paradise Lake weevil program, led by the PLA 

for more than 12 years, has been an utter failure. 

 

In order to have any credibility within the Carp Lake community, 

the PLLIB must retain one or more neutral, objective, highly 

qualified consultants or experts.  Further, any such expert should 

be open to a variety of treatment methods for resolving the EWM 

problem, including herbicide treatment. 

 

You might be asking, but what can I do, I don’t sit on this board.  

Your active participation in these initial meetings and voicing 

your concerns has already had a positive impact on this board. In 

the September 23 PLLIB meeting, the board suggested the PLA 

and FoPL select two representatives from each group along with 

Michael Byers, who has an in-depth knowledge how LIB’s func-

tion, to assist the PLLIB with these administrative efforts.  This 

group’s initial task is to place ads in newspapers/magazines in-

forming companies that the PLLIB will be soliciting bids to treat 

the lake and will handle the administrative task of actually solicit-

ing bids.  This is the kind of leadership from the PLLIB we had 

hoped for and are encouraged by this effort to bring all parties 

together, working in concert, to eliminate the EWM from our 

lake.  

 

We urge you to make a concerted effort to attend these meetings 

and voice your concerns if you have not already done so. After 

all, we all have to stand for something or we end up not standing 

for anything at all. 

 

(LIB UpdateðContinued from page 1) 

òWe must remember that one determined person can make a significant difference, 

and that a small group of determined people can change the course of history.ó 

 

ñ Sonia Johnson  
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challenges still ahead. 

 

At the same time, there are several other wonderful things to report; our membership continues to grow—now surpassing 100 mem-

bers.  With your help, lots of fun was had by all at our 2nd annual chicken fry and pig roast events this summer.  This year we added 

great live music donated by Mark Marino and Rob Johnson for the chicken fry and by Rob Johnson for the pig roast. 

 

We fully intended to hold a Bass Fishing Tournament at the end of August but cancelled because the EWM was so bad by August 

that it could cause problems. Difficulty navigating the lake, and the risk of clogging impellers and props as has become common-

place this summer.  As disappointing as the cancellation was, we believe that the experience by contestants would not have repre-

sented our lake well.  Hope springs eternal that 2011 will be the year we are EWM-free, and we can go forward with this new 

event. 
 

Other items of interest:  Friends of Paradise Lake set up a hot-dog roast following the 4th of July parade.  The parade and hot-dog 

roast were a big success, and Friends would like to thank the Paradise Lake Association for sponsoring the parade. 

 

We’ve also started receiving cash and food donations for our 2010 Needy Basket Program, sponsored by Paradise Lake Marina and 

John Beeson.  Although this program is off to its best start ever, this is a year that it will surely be needed.  Please contact the Marina 

if you would be willing to make a donation of food, goods or cash for this purpose. 

 

A quick update on the newly formed Lake Improvement Board (LIB): Savin Lake Services (http://www.lakeandpond.com) has been 

contracted to perform another weed study.  As this newsletter goes to print, the final report has not been received, but on their first 

day on the lake Savin mapped 225 acres, finding over 200 confirmed as containing EWM.  They also reported several acres of new 

EWM growth only 6-12 inches high not readily visible from above the water, increasing concern that our problem may be even 

worse than we had anticipated.  This number, in contrast to recent claims of positive weevil impact, demonstrate why it is so critical 

that experts take over management and oversight for this EWM problem.  Moreover, we have added a tab on our web site, http://

www.friendsofparadiselake.com, that will capture meeting notes after each PLLIB (Paradise Lake Lake Improvement Board) meet-

ing for those folks that cannot physically make it to the meetings. 

 

As an organization and as individuals, we must stay actively involved in the LIB meetings.  Although establishing the LIB was the 

right first-step, continued public oversight and feedback are crucial to guarantee that the individuals appointed to this board are truly 

acting on behalf of the community and the lake, rather than personal agendas.  We continue to urge our membership, as individuals, 

to attend and monitor the LIB meetings when possible, and voice your opinions.  An educated, involved community is truly needed 

now more than ever. 

 

ð Rick 

(From the Desk of the PresidentðContinued from page 1) 

The September weather has not been great for fishing, and the water levels are higher than normal for this 

time of year. North winds then south winds with gusts to 50 miles an hour and, of course, rain.  As of Sep-

tember 18 the water temperature was 59 degrees.  When you can go out in a boat, the fish are biting mostly 

on cloud covered days or about 2 hours before sunset.  The pike strikes are increasing with the water cool-

ing and are hitting on Thunder sticks.  Bass and bluegills are still biting on crawler harnesses and beetle 

spins.  Most of my fish were caught at the drop off to deeper water, primarily in 8 to 9 foot depths. 

 

Perch update:  With a good supply of Lake Erie walleye in the freezer, the perch search is on right now. I 

can confirm that Maple Bay was not producing yet.  I used a 16th oz. jig tipped with a minnow and also a 

flat-headed jig tipped with minnow or worm bit. Seeing/feeling the fish on the line was tough due to the big wave action, but after a 

while you got used to what to look for.  I caught a lot of smaller fish, so next year’s supply looks to be in good shape.  I also had 

a couple larger fish take the bait which usually resulted in a broken line, but I did land 2 nice smallmouth bass. What a blast to do 

on a perch rig! 

 
With cooler fall days ahead, the fishing will only get better. Get outdoors and make those last casts before we get the ice augers and 

tip-ups out. 

 

GO FISHING! 

ðEd  Boyer and Dave Klebba 

FoPL  FISHING REPORT 



 

Weõre on the Web! 

http://www.friendsofparadiselake.com  

Carp Lake Personality!  

Friends of Paradise Lake congratu-

lates firemen, Don Cowell, Andy 

Vieau and Mike Reed, Sr. for their 

actions  on June 19 when they res-

cued two boys on Lake Michigan 

when their kayak overturned in Ce-

cil Bay. The boys were part of a 

group of five; the other three kayak-

ers were able to make it to shore in 

order to call for help. 

 

This is the first time Carp Lake fire 

fighters have been awarded the 

òMichigan Lifesaving Medal,ó an 

honor said to be one of the highest a fireman can receive. 

 

We would also like to thank Chief Ford and each and every one of our firemen for their day-in 

and day-out efforts to make the Carp Lake community a safe place to live. 

 

WE APPECIATE YOU! 

 FRIENDS OF PARADISE LAKE  

PO BOX 27  

CARP LAKE, MI 49718  

Pictured, left to right: Don Cowell, Fire Chief Ken Ford, Andy Vieau. Not pictured: Mike Reed, Sr.  


